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Part L legislation came into effect in the UK in April 2014, giving significant impetus to the adoption of lighting control in 
non-domestic buildings. The legislation places increasing emphasis on lighting control, as a means to achieve energy 
efficiency which provides a regulatory driver for the adoption of lighting control systems like Organic Response.

As per our simplified view of the lighting control market the opportunity lies in the mainstreaming of high performance 
(as opposed to complex) lighting control, as follows:

PREMIUM 
(sophisticated lighting control is mandatory)

MAINSTREAM 
(lighting control is optional)

BUDGET/ECONOMY 
(Control is not considered)

Specifically in relation to Organic Response, the key control features that allow the builder/engineer/designer 
a broader range of (less efficient) lighting options, and meet the requirements of the code using the “LENI” 
methodology, are all standard features delivered by Organic Response; namely:

• Turning lights off within 20 minutes after last detection of occupancy

• Daylight dimming

• Lumen maintenance

Whilst these features are not unique to Organic Response, the ease with which they can be installed in a building is 
unique.

Part L also requires that the building owner/tenant is provided with an “ongoing energy improvement strategy”. Again, 
Organic Response can deliver substance to this, given the ability to adjust dwell times and change personalities to 
enable more aggressive approaches to energy savings. Exploiting simple accessories, like the Low Level Interface 
Node, can integrate rich occupancy information to better control other building systems.

From an Organic Response market positioning perspective, the two primary segments of the market are as follows:

1. At the top end of the market, controls have typically been mandated by the client, so Part L will probably not 
have significant impact. This is the traditional specification market for addressable control systems. Organic 
Response lighting control is a competitive option in this segment, although we recognise the addition of 
integrated Emergency Lighting monitoring and testing is preventing wide market adoption. 
 
Having said that, Organic Response can complement a DALI/C-Bus system in areas where it is best suited (e.g. 
open plan office space, corridors, etc). 
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Organic Response’s ease of install and operation remains a competitive proposition in this market segment, 
especially in a refurbishment context, where the additional challenges of wiring an existing infrastructure are 
present. To underline this point, this is a great quote from the ex Head of Property Advisory Services for ANZ Bank 
(one of Australia’s largest), after reviewing our recent installation in Sydney:

“In addition to the features that you listed, one of the great features is the installation 
time and ease - pull out to old fitting and plug in the new fitting complete with an 
energy management system - all done in minutes with no specialist trades required. 
This is a really big selling point for refurbishment projects as it saves time and money, 
eliminates specialist trades and the system can be commissioned almost immediately. 
It may even save replacing the existing ceiling and this would be an enormous time 
and cost saving. There is no other product like it.” 
ex Head of Property Advisory Services 
ANZ BANK

2. The bigger opportunity for Organic Response in relation to Part L lies in the middle section of the pyramid, where 
lighting controls have previously been an optional consideration (and often cut from designs due to building cost 
pressures) or not considered at all (for reasons of cost &/or complexity). 
 
In effect, as per the pyramid diagram, Part L legislation immediately expands the lighting controls market to 
include any new building with useful floor space of over 50m2 and any extension to an existing building where the 
extension is greater than 100m2 or is greater than 25% of the useful floor area of the existing building. 
 
This is a terrific opportunity for Organic Response to position itself as the perfect solution to the problem facing 
a large number of building owners (many of whom may be intimidated by the thought of installing what they 
believe to be expensive and complex control systems); namely, how do I cost-effectively have lighting controls 
installed in my buildings? 
 
The appeal of the Organic Response Enabled proposition to this now expanded middle section of the market 
should be centered around the following:

A. That an Organic Response Enabled lighting installation meets the key requirements of Part L in relation to 
lighting control; and, at the same time, provides lighting designers with a greater range of options in terms of 
light fittings - given the reduction in lumens/watt as a result of these control features.

B. The incredible ease of installation, given that Organic Response Enabled luminaires require no additional 
design, wiring or complex commissioning work to be done. Organic Response Enabled luminaires work 
straight out of the box, saving builders time and money. They also reduce the risks associated with more 
complex lighting control options.

C. Once installed, Organic Response is very easy to interact with, and offers a range of options for “ongoing 
energy improvement” to further reduce energy consumption and improve occupancy comfort.

Part L requirements may also undermine cheap, basic lighting control alternatives (e.g. discrete motion detectors) 
and direct the more mainstream market toward a range of control solutions where the cost and simplicity benefits of 
Organic Response have competitive advantage.

In summary, the segment of the market effected most by the Part L regulation may be susceptible to the Organic 
Response solution, provided it is positioned at an attractive price.
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